The Reign of Terror
the sledge, so that in the end the prisoners were unshackled
and made to walk to their doom.
The spectators crowded round the guards wailing and
sobbing. There was a large crowd of Baptists come to take
a last farewell of their aged pastor, Sampson Larke, and the
citizens who had flocked to see Monmouth's standard raised
for victory now came to mourn over the results of his rash
enterprise.
The horrid business of hanging and quartering took
several hours. Addresses and prayers were not hindered to
the men about to die, and an officer of the Lord Chief Justice
was so affected by the cheerful behaviour and earnest prayers
of young Hewling that he declared that had his master been
present he did not believe he could have suffered him to die.
It was noticed that they did not proceed to the quarter-
ing of the remains of William Hewling, and as it is known
that his sister Hannah paid ^1000 for the remission of this
ceremony in relation to her brother Benjamin's corpse, it
seems reasonable to suppose that some douceur had also been
received by the judge to obtain William's body for Christian
burial. The other corpses were cut in quarters, and then
dropped in cauldrons of pitch, and later on carried away and
hung in appropriate localities.
There is a graphic account of the country-side after
Jeffreys had finished his campaign, which paints the horrors
of it very vividly. " Jeffreys," says the chronicler, *c made
all the West an Aceldama; some places quite depopulated
and nothing to be seen in 'em but forsaken walls, unlucky
gibbets and ghostly carcases. The trees were loaden almost
as thick with quarters as leaves; the houses and steeples
covered as close with heads as at other times with crows or
ravens. Nothing could be liker hell than all those parts;
nothing so like the devil as he. Caldrons hlzzing, carkases
boyling, pitch and tar sparkling and glowing, blood and
limbs boyling and tearing and mangling,^ and he the great
director of all."
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